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An  Earth  Restored 


Working  for  an  earth  restored  is  one  of  the  four  pil¬ 
lars  of  our  efforts  here  at  FCNL.  Just  as  the  direct 
experience  of  divine  love  moved  Quakers  in  times 
past  to  join  and  lead  social  movements  to  end  slav¬ 
ery,  advocate  the  vote  for  women,  and  oppose  the 
draft,  today  love  of  God's  creation  compels  many 
to  take  personal  action  to  help  to  mitigate  harmful, 
extreme  climate  change. 

Quakers  and  other  concerned  individuals  are  replac¬ 
ing  energy-wasting  incandescent  light  bulbs  with 
high-efficiency  lighting;  adjusting  their  thermostats; 
reducing  consumption;  reusing  and  recycling;  eating 
foods  grown  close  to  home;  riding  bicycles  and  tak¬ 
ing  public  transit  more  and  using  cars  less. 

They  also  are  off-setting  their  carbon  emissions 
with  investments  in  renewable  energy  or  forest 
conservation;  moving  to  more  ecologically  sustain¬ 
able  co-housing  communities;  making  their  homes 
more  energy  efficient;  and  switching  to  renewable 
energy  sources.  Some  have  moved  off  the  electricity 
grid  entirely. 

All  of  these  actions  will  help  reduce  greenhouse 
gas  emissions,  and  the  more  and  the  sooner  each  of 
us  adopts  some  or  all  of  these  practices,  the  more 
inhabitable  the  earth  will  be  for  future  generations. 

Further,  Friends,  working  in  coalitions  with  others, 
are  bringing  their  concerns  to  their  meetings  and 
churches,  work  places,  schools,  neighborhoods,  and 
city  councils.  As  a  result,  many  organizations  and 
local  and  state  governments  are  taking  action  to 
reduce  carbon  emissions.  The  movement  is  grow¬ 
ing — and  none  too  soon. 

The  earth  is  calling  to  us  urgently — with  each  new 
scientific  assessment — to  take  dramatic  action  to 
preserve  this  precious  planet  for  future  generations. 
We  in  the  U.S.  need  to  learn  ways  to  live  better  using 
sustainable  energy  resources  and  systems.  Personal 
actions  and  local  organizing  are  essential. 


However,  alone,  these  will  not  be  enough  to  do  what 
most  climate  scientists  believe  must  be  done:  By 
2050  the  world  must  reduce  global  greenhouse  gas 
emissions  to  80  percent  below  the  level  in  1990— the 
sooner  the  better.  Only  governments  can  accomplish 
that  through  multilateral  initiatives. 

Government  Action  is  Needed 

This  goal  seems  almost  impossible,  but,  at  the 
time,  so  did  ending  slavery  and  getting  the  vote 
for  women.  Scientists  estimate  that  using  existing, 
proven  energy  conservation  measures,  improving 
energy  efficiency,  and  developing  renewable  ener¬ 
gy  sources  the  U.S. — the  largest  producer  of  global 
green  house  gas  emissions — could  cut  emissions 
dramatically.  The  challenge  is  how  to  persuade 
government,  industry,  and  individual  consumers 
to  make  and  implement  these  choices. 

Human  survival  literally  depends  on  love  of  God's 
creation.  Our  human  activity  is  killing  our  planet; 
we  have  nowhere  else  to  go.  Love  moves  us  to 
enact  fair  and  equitable  policies  that  advance  the 
needs  of  the  earth  and  the  common  good  over 
short  term  private  interests.  Love  for  the  "least  of 
these"  among  us — the  poor,  the  vulnerable,  the 
displaced,  and  future  generation — moves  us  to 
ensure  that  no  one  is  left  behind  as  our  country 
enacts  policies  to  address  climate  change.  Love  for 
that  of  God  in  each  person  calls  for  policies  that 
promote  individual  creativity  and  local  community 
initiatives  and  encourage  public  participation  and 
civic  engagement.  The  power  of  love  has — and  will 
again — overcome  the  impossible.  ■  * 
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Printed  on  recycled  paper  with 
soy-based  ink. 


Green  Building  Celebration 


The  FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON 
NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  (FCNL), 
a  nonpartisan  Quaker  lobby  in  the 
public  interest,  seeks  to  follow  the 
leadings  of  the  Spirit  as  it  speaks  for 
itself  and  for  like-minded  Friends. 
Views  expressed  in  FCNL's  Washington 
Newsletter  are  guided  by  the  Statement 
of  Legislative  Policy  wmch  is  prepared 
and  approved  by  FCNL's  General 
Committee.  FCNL  includes  Friends 
appointed  by  26  Friends'  yearly 
meetings  and  by  nine  other  Friends' 
organizations  in  the  United  States. 

Clerk:  Marge  Abbott 
Assistant  Clerk:  Hal  Wright 
Executive  Secretary:  Joe  Volk 

The  FCNL  Washington  Newsletter  is 
published  ten  times  a  year  (monthly, 
with  July-August  and  November- 
December  combined  issues).  In 
addition,  a  voting  record  is  published 
annually. 

The  Washington  Newsletter  is  sent  free 
upon  request  and  automatically  to  cur¬ 
rent  donors.  Your  contributions  are 
needed  to  support  FCNL's  lobbying 
and  education  work. 


Editor  Liz  Hofmeister 
Authors:  Maureen  Brookes,  Jim  Cason, 
Ned  Stowe 


Large  print  and  audiotape  versions  of 

the  Washington  Neu'sletter  are  available 
upon  request.  The  Washington 
Newsletter  is  available  in  microform 
from  University  Microfilms  Interna¬ 
tional,  300  North  Zeeb  Road,  Dept. 

P.R.,  Ann  Arbor,  MI  48106. 

Reprinting  Washington  Newsletter 
items:  We  encourage  our  readers  to 
copy  and  distribute  items  from  FCNL's 
Washington  Newsletter.  When  doing  so, 
please  include  the  following  credit: 
"Reprinted  from  the  Washington 
Newsletter,  [issue  #,  month 
and  year]  published  by  the 
Friends  Committee  on  National 
Legislation." 

We  would  appreciate  receiving  a  copy 
with  a  brief  note  indicating  how  /  where 
the  item  was  used  and  the  approximate 
numbers  of  copies  distribute. 


Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation 


245  Second  Street  NE 
Washington,  DC  20002-5795 
Phone:  202-547-6000 
800-630-1330 
Fax:  202-547-6019 
Legislative  Action  Message: 
202-547-4343 
e-mail:  fcnl@fcnl.org 
Web  site:  http:  /  /  WMrw.fcnl.org 


Are  You,  or  Someone  You  Know, 

Over  Age  70  and  Love  FCNL? 

If  SO,  a  new  tax  law  provision  provides  a  special  opportunity  for  tax- 
free  charitable  giving  from  your  IRA.  Persons  age  70.5  and  older  are 
required  to  take  minimum  distributions  each  year  from  their  IRA.  Nor¬ 
mally  these  distributions  count  toward  taxable  income.  For  2007  only, 
gifts  made  directly  from  an  IRA  to  a  "qualified  charity",  such  as  the 
FCNL  Education  Fund,  do  not  count  as  taxable  income  but  do  count 
toward  the  required  minimum  distribution.  For  additional  details  go 
to  www.fcnl.org  and  click  on  "how  to  give",  then  "contribute  from 
your  IRA,"  or  contact  Caroline  Slobodzian  at  800-630-1330  ext.  2526. 

Age  has  its  privileges! 


Cel6  rate  the  First"'  Executive  Secretary  Joe  Volk  chats 
with  Sen.  Frank  Lautenberg  (NJ), 

'  i Build  '  sponsor  of  the  High  Perfor- 

•H  .V ,  u  mance  Green  Building  Act  of 

' ‘iv..’  2QQy  ^ 


On  July  12,  2007,  sixteen  mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress  joined  hun¬ 
dreds  of  others  in  celebrating 
FCNL's  transformation  of  two 
Civil  War-era  buildings  across 
the  street  from  the  Senate  Hart 
offices  into  a  high  performance, 
energy-efficient  green  building. 

Photo  credit:  Rick  Reinhard 


Rep.  Roscoe  Bartlett  (MD), 
seated,  and  his  energy  aide 
John  Darnell  hear  about 
features  of  the  building 
from  Senior  Legislative 
Secretary  Ned  Stowe. 

Photo  credit:  Rick  Reinhard 
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Carbon  Tax  Shifting:  A  Fair  Way 
To  Reduce  Greenhouse  Gas  Emissions 


If  you  knew  that  the  costs  of  filling  your  gas  tank 
with  petroleum-based  fuel,  using  electricity  from  the 
local  coal-fired  power  plant,  and  burning  natural  gas 
to  heat  your  home  and  water  were  guaranteed  by 
law  to  increase  substantially  each  year  for  the  fore¬ 
seeable  future,  how  would  this  affect  the  choices  you 
make  today  as  a  consumer? 

Would  you  buy  a  more  fuel-efficient  car,  switch  to 
burning  cheaper  renewable  fuels,  start  using  public 
transit  more  often,  or  move  to  a  place  where  you 
would  not  need  a  car?  Would  you  buy  more  energy- 
efficient  appliances  for  your  home  or  unplug  the 
energy-wasting  devices  that  spin  your  electric  meter 
24/7  even  when  you  are  not  home?  Would  you 
weatherize  your  home  and  reset  your  thermostat? 
Would  you  look  for  a  new  home  that  uses  much  less 
energy,  uses  the  earth  and  the  sun  for  heating  and 
cooling,  and  produces  most  of  the  energy  the  house 
needs  without  using  fossil  fuels? 

If  you  were  the  CEO  of  an  electric  utility,  how 
would  this  knowledge  affect  your  decisions 
about  where  to  invest  your  next  dollar?  Would 
you  build  a  new  coal-fired  power  plant?  (Coal 
today  is  the  cheapest  source  of  energy,  but  it 
also  emits  more  carbon  pollution  per  unit  of 
energy  than  other  fossil  fuels.) 

Would  you  invest  in  helping  your  customers 
reduce  their  electricity  demand  so  that  you 
wouldn't  need  to  build  more  expensive  power 
plants?  Would  you  invest  in  developing  new 
technology  to  safely  and  permanently  store 
carbon  emissions  from  coal-fired  power  plants 
underground?  Or  would  you  invest  in  pro¬ 
ducing  electricity  from  renewable  sources  like 
wind,  solar,  biomass,  tides,  or  waves? 

If  you  were  a  Midwestern  ethanol  producer, 
would  you  choose  to  build  a  coal-fired  plant  to 
fuel  your  ethanol  plant  (as  some  have)?  Or  use 
com,  which  requires  a  lot  of  fossil  fuel  to  grow, 
to  produce  ethanol  (as  most  do)?  Or  would  you 
be  looking  for  ways  to  produce  renewable  fuels 
from  other  sources  using  much  less  coal,  petro¬ 
leum,  and  natural  gas? 


ACT  NOW:  Let  your  legislators  know  that 
you  support  carbon  tax  shifting  to  reduce  U.S. 
greenhouse  gas  emissions  and  to  shift  our  economy 
rapidly  toward  a  carbon  neutral,  energy  efficient, 
renewable  energy  future.  Urge  them  to  support 
carbon  tax  shifting,  with  protections  for  the  poor  and 
low  income  households,  in  the  upcoming  debate. 


If  you  were  the  CEO  of  an  auto  company,  what  kind 
of  cars  would  you  build  now? 

OK.  You  get  the  idea. 

If  Congress  were  to  phase  in  carbon  taxes  (taxes 
based  on  the  carbon  content  of  fossil  fuels)  and  set 
a  defined  schedule  for  significant  future  carbon  tax 
increases,  the  response  across  the  economy  would  be 
relatively  quick  and  dramatic. 

(continued  on  page  4) 

U.S.  CO2  Emissions  from  Fossil  Fuel 
Combustion  by  End-Use  Sector,  2005 


Fossil  fuel  combustion  accounted  for  79%  of  all  U.S.  greenhouse  gas 
emissions  in  2005.  This  chart  shoios  U.S.  C02  emissions  by  end-use 
sector  including  C02  emissions  from  both  direct  fossil  fuel  combustion 
by  each  sector  and  fossil  fuel  combustion  for  generating  the  electricity 
that  was  consumed  by  each  sector. 

Source:  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
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Carbon  Tax  Shifting  (continued  from  page  3) 

Consumers,  investors,  utilities,  and  manufac¬ 
turers  would  all  begin  making  new  choices  and 
developing  new  business  plans.  The  economy 
would  begin  to  shift  away  from  fossil  fuels  toward 
conserving  energy,  producing  and  using  energy 
efficient  buildings,  appliances,  and  equipment,  and 
expanding  renewable  energy  sources. 

Market  forces  would  start  to  reorganize,  invent, 
innovate,  and  create  new  jobs  throughout  the 
economy.  And,  U.S.  carbon  emissions  would  start 
to  decline.  To  reduce  greenhouse  gas  emissions 
by  80  percent  by  2050,  a  combination  of  policy 
tools  will  be  needed.  A  carbon  tax  would  be  a  very 
powerful  tool  to  help  transform  the  U.S.  economy 
away  from  fossil  fuels. 

Reps.  Pete  Stark  (CA)  and  Jim  McDermott  (WA) 
have  proposed  such  a  tax  in  their  bill,  the  "Save 
Our  Climate  Act  of  2007"  (H.R.  2069),  and  this  is 
what  Rep.  John  Dingell  (MI),  chair  of  the  Energy 
and  Commerce  Committee,  has  said  he  will 
propose  in  new  legislation  this  fall. 

In  an  August  8,  2007,  Washington  Post  op-ed.  Rep. 
Dingell  observed  that  "some  form  of  carbon  emissions 
fee  or  tax  (including  a  gasoline  tax)  would  he  the 


Sources  of  U.S.  Greenhouse  Gas 


most  effective  way  to  curb  carbon  emissions  and  make 
alternatives  economically  viable." 

He  noted  that  "A  carbon  tax  or  fee  has  been  endorsed 
by  President  Bush's  former  chief  economic  advisor,  Greg 
Mankiw;  Nobel  Prize-winning  conservative  economist 
Gary  Becker;  the  chief  executive  of  the  largest  U.S. 
auto-dealer  chain,  Mike  Jackson;  and  several  prominent 
environmental  organizations.  From  Alan  Greenspan  to 
Greenpeace,  many  recognize  its  utility." 

"History  shows  that  we  respond  to  market  forces. 

Between  1980  and  1981,  the  fuel  economy  of  the  vehicles 
Americans  purchased  increased  16  percent.  That  wasn't 
because  of  a  technological  breakthrough  or  regulatory 
requirement.  It  was  because  the  price  of  gas  had  risen  to 
the  point  where  consumers  made  fuel  economy  a  priority. 
Market  forces  and  mechanisms  proved  far  more  powerful 
than  mandates,"  Rep.  Dingell  argued. 

Won't  carbon  taxes  hurt  poor  and  low-income 
households  the  most?  For  FCNL,  the  impact  of  a 
carbon  tax  on  poor  and  low-income  households  is  a 
significant  concern  as  we  look  at  all  of  the  proposed 
bills  to  reduce  U.S.  greenhouse  gas  emissions.  Few 
of  the  bills  that  have  been  introduced  so  far  address 
this  concern — including  the  majority  of  the  bills 
that  promote  the  politically  popular,  but  extremely 
complex  and  problematic  "cap  and  trade"  approach 
to  reducing  greenhouse  gas  emissions. 

Both  the  carbon  tax  and  the  "cap  and  trade" 
approaches  would  place  a  steadily  increasing 
price  on  carbon  emissions  over  time.  Ulti¬ 
mately,  these  higher  prices  will  be  passed 
on  to  consumers.  By  far,  the  greatest  share 
of  these  higher  energy  costs  will  be  paid  by 
upper-income  households  who,  on  average, 
heat  and  cool  much  larger  houses,  own  more 
than  one  house,  drive  less  fuel-efficient  vehi- 

(continued  on  page  5) 


Correction:  In  the  July/ August  News¬ 
letter  the  correct  answer  to  #  3  in  the 
"Poverty  Quiz"  was  "b."  The  article 
"Working  Hard  and  Living  in  Poverty" 
should  have  stated  on  p.  4  that  "The 
2007  poverty  level  for  a  family  of  four  is 
$20,650." 


FCNL  Washington  Newsletter,  September  2007 


Page  5 


Carbon  Tax  Shifting  (continued  from  page  4) 

cles,  own  more  energy-consuming  appliances,  and 
fly  more  often. 

However,  as  a  percentage  of  income,  higher  energy 
costs  would  still  have  the  greatest  impact  on  poor 
and  low-income  households,  a  Congressional  Bud¬ 
get  Office  report.  Trade-offs  in  Allocating  Allow¬ 
ances  for  CO2  Emissions,  shows. 

Therefore,  whichever  approach  Congress  takes,  leg¬ 
islators  should  be  sure  to  provide  help  to  poor  and 
low-income  households  and  displaced  workers  and 
communities  to  adapt  successfully  to  the  low-car¬ 
bon  economy  of  the  future. 


"We  should  start  using  the  tax  code  to  reduce  taxes 
on  employment  and  production,  and  make  up  the 
difference  with  pollution  taxes,  principally  [on] 
C02.  Now  I  fully  understand  that  this  is  considered 
politically  impossible.  But  part  of  our  challenge 
is  to  expand  the  limits  of  what's  possible.  Right 
now  we  are  discouraging  work  and  encouraging  the 
destruction  of  the  planet's  habitability." 

-  A1  Gore,  testimony  before  the  House  Energy  and 
Commerce  Committee,  3 1 21 1 07 


We  at  FCNL  advocate  for  carbon  tax  shifting.  With 
carbon  tax  shifting,  other  taxes  would  be  reduced 
to  help  cushion  the  impact  of  carbon  taxes  on  poor 
and  low-income  households.  Off-setting  tax  adjust¬ 
ments  might  include  reducing  income  taxes  on,  for 
example,  the  first  $40,000  of  income,  or  expanding 
the  Earned  Income  Tax  Credit  for  low-income  house¬ 
holds,  or  providing  a  flat,  annual  tax  rebate  to  all 
households.  The  more  households  reduce  consump¬ 
tion  of  fossil  fuels,  the  more  they  will  benefit  from 
the  off-sets. 

Carbon  tax  revenue  could  also  be  used  to  expand 
and  subsidize  public  and  alternative  transit,  expand 
the  availability  of  affordable,  energy-efficient  hous¬ 
ing  near  public  transit  hubs,  increase  low-income 
home  weatherization  assistance,  and  increase  low- 
income  energy  assistance. 


Advantages  of  Carbon  Tax  Shifting 

"Income  taxes  reduce  the  incentive  to  work 
and  save,  and  thus  depress  economic  growth. . . 
Gasoline  taxes,  by  contrast,  actually  improve 
incentives  in  various  ways.  If  you  have  ever 
been  stuck  in  bumper-to-bumper  traffic,  you 
have  probably  wished  there  were  fewer  cars  on 
the  road.  A  gasoline  tax  would  help  accomplish 
this  by  encouraging  people  to  car-pool,  take 
public  transportation,  or  live  closer  to  work. 
Another  benefit  of  a  rise  in  the  gas  tax  would  be  a 
reduction  in  the  size  of  vehicles... 

"A  gas  tax  is  an  indirect  way  of  making  people 
pay  when  their  massive  vehicles  impose  risk  on 
others,  which  in  turn  snakes  them  take  account 
of  this  risk  when  choosing  whether  to  buy  some 
monster  urban-assault  vehicle  or  go  with  a 
sensible  compact... 

"Cutting  income  taxes  while  increasing  gasoline 
taxes  would  lead  to  more  rapid  economic  growth, 
less  traffic  congestion,  safer  roads,  and  reduced 
risk  of  global  warming— all  without  jeopardizing 
long-term  fiscal  solvency.  This  may  be  the  closest 
thing  to  a  free  lunch  that  economics  has  to  offer." 

-  Gregory  Mankiw,  former  chair. 
President  Bush's  White  House  Council 
of  Economic  Advisors 


This  fall,  both  the  House  and  the  Senate  will 
resume  consideration  of  legislation  to  address  glob¬ 
al  climate  change.  Strong  legislation  is  urgently 
needed  to  quickly  and  sharply  reduce  U.S.  green¬ 
house  gas  emissions.  Despite  the  tremendous 
potential  for  carbon  tax  shifting  to  rapidly,  effi¬ 
ciently,  and  equitably  reduce  U.S.  greenhouse  gas 
emissions,  few  members  of  Congress  have  so  far 
shown  the  political  courage  to  stand  up  and  say  so. 
They  need  to  hear  from  you.  ■ 


For  more  information,  go  to  the  Carbon  Tax  Center 
at  www.carbontax.org. 
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FCNL  Building  Certified  as  Green 


The  U.S.  Green  Building  Council  (USGBC),  which 
sets  the  standards  for  green  buildings  to  create  sus¬ 
tainable  architecture  in  the  United  States,  in  late 
August  officially  certified  that  FCNUs  building  on 
Capitol  Hill  meets  the  requirements  to  be  designated 
I  a  green  building.  FCNL  was  awarded  a  "silver" 

LEED  (Leadership  in  Energy  and  Environmental 
Design)  certification. 

LEED  certification  affirms  our  General  Committee's 
decision  in  the  late  1990s  to  rebuild  our  two  aging 
row  houses,  using  green  technology  that  allows  us 
to  walk  more  lightly  on  the  earth  and  that  provides 
a  model  for  energy  conservation  that  others  might 
follow. 

The  LEED  system  was  designed  by  USGBC  as  a 
voluntary,  national  standard  for  high-performance, 
sustainable  buildings  that  maximize  sustainable  site 
development,  water  savings,  energy  efficiency,  mate¬ 
rials  selection,  and  indoor  environmental  quality. 

The  innovative  LEED  system,  developed  by  a  group 
of  architects  that  includes  our  architects,  is  intended 
to  promote  energy  conservation  in  construction  and 
to  encourage  the  design  and  organization  of  build¬ 
ing  spaces  and  communities  to  reduce  a  building's 
"energy  footprint."  The  FCNL  community  will  have 
more  work  to  do  in  future  years  to  continue  these 
efforts,  but  the  U.S.  Green  Building  certification  rec¬ 
ognizes  that: 

■  The  green  features  of  FCNL's  building  reduce 
the  potential  energy  use  of  the  new  building  by 
48  percent; 

■  The  choices  to  provide  public  transit  subsidies, 
bicycle  parking  and  showers,  and  minimal 
parking  spaces  encourages  use  of  efficient 
transportation 

You  can  examine  the  full  range  of  the  building's 
features  on  our  website  at  www.fcnl.org  by  follow¬ 
ing  the  link  to  "FCNL  Green  Building"  on  the  left 
hand  blue  navigation  bar. 

FCNL  Green  Building  Recognized 

Members  of  Congress,  municipal  officials,  several 
local  governments,  the  American  Institute  of  Archi- 
tects-DC  chapter,  and  other  groups  have  recognized 


the  FCNL  building's  energy  conservation  design  as  a 
model  for  others  to  follow.  "Some  buildings  are  said 
to  have  a  soul,  this  building  has  a  conscience,"  said 
the  DC  Chapter  of  the  American  Institute  of  Archi¬ 
tects  in  recognizing  the  importance  of  the  building. 
The  official  charged  by  House  Speaker  Nancy  Pelosi 
with  greening  the  Capitol  has  used  the  FCNL  build¬ 
ing  as  a  model  for  some  of  what  he  would  like  to 
achieve  in  Congress. 


"Protecting  the  environment  and  peace  go  well 
together.  You  all  are  setting  the  standards." 

—  Representative  Lois  Capps  (CA) 


In  mid-July,  16  members  of  Congress  joined  hun¬ 
dreds  of  others  on  Capitol  Hill  in  celebrating  FCNL's 
high  performance,  energy-efficient  green  building 
and  made  remarks  on  measures  to  cut  U.S.  energy 
consumption  (some  photos  of  that  event  are  printed 
on  page  2  of  this  newsletter). 

The  celebration  of  the  "First  Green  Building  on 
Capitol  Hill"  was  timed  to  coincide  with  the  energy 
bill  debate  in  Congress.  FCNL  staff  in  Washington 
contacted  270  congressional  offices  by  faxes,  email, 
and  phone.  We  explained  the  energy -saving  features 
of  green  buildings,  the  importance  of  legislation 
to  encourage  green  construction,  and  encouraged 
members  of  Congress  to  see  the  FCNL  building  as  a 
model. 

Our  contact  with  congressional  offices  had  positive 
results.  Almost  all  of  the  members  of  Congress  we 
contacted  responded  positively  to  our  proposals,  and 
FCNL  was  able  to  follow  up  with  information  on 
specific  energy-saving  features  of  our  building  that 
could  be  incorporated  into  legislative  proposals. 

The  American  Institute  of  Architects  worked  with 
Ned  Stowe,  our  senior  lobbyist  on  energy  issues, 
to  arrange  tours  for  several  congressional  staff  who 
were  writing  green  building  legislation.  And,  in  June, 
the  Senate  passed  the  first  green  building  legisla¬ 
tion  of  this  congressional  session  as  part  of  a  broader 
energy  bill.  Language  to  promote  green  buildings 
was  also  incorporated  into  the  green  building  legisla¬ 
tion  passed  in  the  House  in  July.  ■ 
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Letters  to  Editor  (continued  from  page  8) 

Remember  that  the  letters  section  of  the  paper  is 
meant  to  reflect  the  voice  of  the  community.  The 
paper  wants  to  hear  from  you  because  you're  part 
of  the  local  community,  not  because  you  are  an 
expert  on  the  issue  you  are  writing  about.  Eaitors 
want  to  see  letters  that  show  how  a  national  or 
international  issue  is  affecting  people  on  the  local 
level.  For  example,  what  has  the  failure  to  pass 
immigration  reform  legislation  meant  for  workers 
and  families  in  your  city?  How  have  people  in 
your  area  been  personally  affected  by  budget  cuts 
to  government  human  needs  programs? 

Tip  2:  Be  Concise 

We  know  that  you  are  brilliant  and  could  easily 
write  a  15,000-word  treatise  on  a  strategy  for  with¬ 
drawal  from  Iraq  or  reasons  the  U.S.  should  invest 
in  alternative  energy  sources  or  whatever  issue 
you  choose.  Unfortunately,  your  local  newspaper 
will  probably  never  publish  it.  You  stand  the  best 
chance  of  having  your  letter  published  if  you  limit 
yourself  to  100-200  words  or  less  and  focus  on  a 
single  issue. 

Here  is  a  model  outline  that  can  help  you  pare 
down  your  letter  to  only  the  most  pertinent 
information: 

In  the  first  paragraph,  state  your  main  point  and 
why  the  issue  is  important  to  you.  (What  impact 
does  the  issue  have  on  the  local  community?  How 
are  you  personally  invested  in  a  particular  policy 
or  piece  of  legislation?)  In  the  second,  provide 
facts,  quotes,  and  numbers.  Use  the  last  paragraph 
to  restate  your  point  and  make  your  recommen¬ 
dation. 

Tip  3:  Be  Newsworthy 

Keep  up  to  date  with  your  paper's  coverage  of  the 
issue  you  discuss  in  your  letter  and  make  sure  the 
information  in  your  letter  is  current  and  compel¬ 
ling.  A  good  way  to  make  sure  your  letter  is  time¬ 
ly  is  to  open  with  a  specific  reference  to  a  recent 
news  story,  editorial,  or  previous  letter.  ("Recent" 
means  no  older  than  a  few  days.  For  national 
papers,  no  further  back  than  48  hours.) 


Remember,  the  purpose  of  the  letters  section  is  to 
maintain  a  dialogue  between  the  newspaper  and 
its  readers,  so  showing  that  you  have  been  follow¬ 
ing  your  paper's  coverage  will  make  your  letter 
stand  out  to  the  editor  and  increase  its  chances  for 
publication. 

If  you  know  that  your  opinion  also  represents  that 
of  others,  be  sure  to  mention  it.  However,  if  you 
want  to  submit  a  letter  signed  from  representatives 
of  more  than  one  group,  be  aware  that  most  news¬ 
papers  limit  signatures  to  two  or  three  names. 

Good  Luck,  and  Tell  Us  What  Happens 

Let  us  know  if  your  letter  has  been  published. 

Send  an  email  to  fcnl@fcnl.org  or  call  (800)  630- 
1330.  If  possible,  send  a  clipping  to  us  at  245  Sec¬ 
ond  St.  NF,  Washington,  DC  20002.  ■ 


Get  Engaged  With  FCNL 

FCNUs  2007  Annual  Meeting 

November  8-11  ■  Washington,  DC 

We've  expanded  lobbying  opportunities  this 
year  to  allow  for  two  days  when  you  can  meet 
wi'ch  your  members  of  Congress.  Lobby  train¬ 
ing  and  issues  briefings  will  be  given  on  both 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  in  advance  of  the 
opening  session.  Lobby  visits  can  be  made 
Wednesday  afternoon  and  in  the  morning  or 
afternoon  on  Thursday. 

The  Annual  Meeting  sessions  will  offer  work¬ 
shops  on  skills  building  and  opportunities  to 
plan  regional  strategies  for  keeping  the  focus  on 
FCNL's  issues  during  an  election  year. 

Bring  someone  new  with  you  to  the  Annual 
Meeting.  Share  with  a  friend  this  chance  to 
become  more  engaged  with  FCNL  and  with  lob¬ 
bying  your  legislators. 

And  don't  miss  out  on  the  early  bird  special 
by  registering  before  Oct.  1 — and  save! 

Register  on  line  at  FCNL's  website  at 
www.fcnl.org/  am/  registration.php 
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Letters-to-Editor  Amplify  Your  Message 


If  you  are  a  typical  FCNL  supporter,  you  have 
some  experience  writing  to  your  members  of  Con¬ 
gress.  But  you  might  not  have  considered  another 
effective  lobbying  method  that  takes  no  more  time 
and  requires  no  more  expertise  or  experience  than 
writing  to  a  congressional  office.  By  writing  a  iet- 
ter-to-the-editor  of  your  local  newspaper  you  have 
the  opportunity  to  influence  both  your  legislators 
and  the  people  who  elect  them. 

When  you  reach  out  to  your  local  media,  you  are 
really  reaching  out  to  three  very  important  audi¬ 
ences — your  local  community,  the  newspaper's 
staff,  and  your  members  of  Congress. 

The  opinion  pages  are  some  of  the  most  widely 
read  sections  of  any  newspaper,  whether  national 
or  local.  By  contributing  your  argument  to  such 
a  popular  public  forum,  you  will  be  able  to  reach 
individuals  in  your  area  whom  you  might  never 
have  connected  with  otherwise.  You  might  even 
change  a  few  minds. 

Editors  want  to  sell  newspapers,  so  they  look  to 
letters  from  readers  to  find  out  which  topics  get  the 
biggest  response  and  should  be  covered  in  future 
news  stories  and  editorials.  So  the  paper  has  an 
interest  in  paying  attention  to  what  you  say  in  a 
letter-to-the-editor 

Letters  from  readers  also  receives  attention  from 
congressional  offices,  which  carefully  monitor  the 
letters  section  to  gauge  local  opinion.  By  mentioning 


your  senators  or  representative  by  name  and  stating 
the  specific  legislative  action  you  would  like  them 
to  take,  you  can  guarantee  that  your  letter  will  catch 
the  attention  of  your  members  of  Congress.  In  fact, 
congressional  offices  use  media  clipping  services  to 
ensure  that  staff  have  access  to  all  letters-to-the-edi- 
tor  that  mention  the  legislator  by  name. 

Before  submitting  a  letter,  check  with  your  local 
newspaper  for  its  guidelines,  and  consider  the  fol¬ 
lowing: 

Tip  1:  Don't  Stray  Too  Far  From  Home 

David  Lore,  a  retired  newspaper  editor  and  a 
member  of  Granville  Friends  Meeting  in  Ohio,  tells 
FCNL  that  thinking  smaller  is  most  often  the  best 
strategy. 

"Most  people  seem  to  want  to  write  only  to  the 
biggest  papers  around,  the  Times,  the  Post,  their 
capital  city  newspaper,  etc.,"  Lore  says.  "A  better 
strategy  is  to  put  more  energy  into  writing  to  small 
and  mid-size  dailies  and  weeklies,  where  you're 
more  likely  to  get  published." 

By  keeping  your  focus  local,  you  increase  your 
letter's  chances  for  publication.  Other  options 
include  suburban  or  neighborhood  papers,  special¬ 
ized  magazines,  ethnic  press,  religious  publica¬ 
tions,  and  college  alumni  magazines. 


(continued  on  page  7) 
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